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PREFACE
The European Union, or more precisely, the President of the European 
Commission, Ms. Ursula von der Leyen, has declared 2022 the Year of Youth, and 
we, Members of the European Parliament, were tasked with finding a way of 
marking it so that it would become more than wishful thinking... unlike many 
times before.

I often travel from Zagreb to Bruxelles and vice versa by car, and on that 
1,300 km and 14-hour-long commute, I have a lot of time for thinking and 
reflection. Naturally, sometimes I will just sing and try to improve my disastrous 
singing skills. However, sometimes I will also come up with ideas that I am 
proud of. At the beginning of the year, I commuted with my assistant Mateja (I 
don’t really have a habit of singing in front of her) and thought about a possible 
personal contribution to the European Year of Youth. As a Member of the 
European Parliament’s Committee on Culture and Education, I felt an obligation 
to do something tangible for young people, and, as an ex-teacher, I felt this 
could provide me with a chance to remedy a personal “failure” of not paying 
too much attention to my students and their problems due to historical (in)
considerations. 

And now, an unexpected opportunity presented itself, one that I did not wish or 
want to miss. 

How to help young people, what are the worries and issues they are facing in 
their everyday lives? Who would know that the best? Well, the young people 
themselves! 

Thus, the idea for the project “The Future of Europe: European Year of Youth” 
was born on that very commute. Word by word, we perfected the idea down to 
its tiniest detail. And then we got going... Out of many possible topics, young 
people chose ten, riddled with as many issues as their solutions. I am especially 
proud of the fact that everything originated from them, the ones who had been 
the very reason we decided to take action. 

We chose 10 secondary schools from the east to the south of Croatia 
for cooperation. All those schools had experience in collaborating with 
EU institutions, and were, together with their dedicated teachers, EPAS 
ambassadors. Around 4,300 students indirectly participated in the project, 
and, in the end, they were worthily represented by twenty students at several 
preliminary working sessions and lectures. Thanks to my dear colleague from the 
EP, Petra Kammerevert, five secondary schools from Germany also participated 
in the project, providing the whole activity with a nice international framework. 
The students were remarkably cooperative and they openly exchanged their 
experiences so it was a pleasure to watch them and listen.
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Most importantly, the entire project is entirely theirs, which is a fact I am 
especially proud of. The greatest possible compliment was given to me by the 
students themselves, when they told me that this was the first time that they felt 
that a project was a “work of their hands”, as until then they had mainly listened 
to dull lectures giving them instructions about what to think and what to do.

After a few months of work, we held a final conference in Novigrad, Istria. During 
the working weekend, the best young moderators, youth experts (and young 
people themselves) held, together with students and teachers, unforgettable 
panels and workshops in which everybody took delight.

The results of their work are now in front of you.

From the beginning of this project, my promise to the young people was that 
this work would end up on the tables of all relevant institutions and individuals 
in the European Parliament, the Commission and the Council, the Croatian 
Government and Parliament and the President of the Republic of Croatia.

Young people have spoken, and it is up to you to make that happen. 

We gave them that promise, so let us not let them down. 

Let us fulfil the given promise!

Predrag Fred Matić

Member of the European Parliament
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Member of the European Parliament, Predrag Fred Matić, Member of the Committee on Culture and 
Education is the creator of the project “The Future of Europe: European Year of Youth”, which he carried 
out in 2022 together with secondary school students all around Croatia. The project aims to give a voice 
to young people and provide them with space for presenting their vision of crucial youth policies, both in 
Croatia and the European Union.

Ten secondary schools from all over Croatia participated in this project. These are:

 ■  Economic and Administrative School Slavonski Brod

 ■ General Education Secondary School Čakovec

 ■ General Education Secondary School Pula

 ■ General Education Secondary School Velika Gorica

 ■ General Education Secondary School Vukovar

 ■ Secondary School Konjščina

 ■ Secondary School Krk

 ■ Secondary School Petrinja

 ■ Secondary School Vela Luka

 ■ School of Design, Graphics and Sustainable Construction Split.

The project, directly and indirectly, encompassed 4,300 young secondary school students of various 
educational orientations. In cooperation with schools, students and teachers coordinating the process, 
we worked on creating a comprehensive solution for young people who have come together in this 
unique document. This publication represents a kind of map of fundamental problems, risks, potentials 
and solutions in the field of youth policies. 

It is especially important to note that the authors of the suggested solutions are, precisely – young people.

The project lasted for an entire year, and was carried out in three phases:

1. Enlistment of participants and schools and the identification of key topics discussed by school working 
groups in the development of youth policies. 

The topics are: EU at Local and National Levels – Vision for the Future, Education Systems (Formal and 
Informal), Housing for Young People, Youth Unemployment and Labor Market Position, Youth Work, 
Cultural and Sporting Activities for Young People, Social Inclusion – Vulnerable Groups of Young People, 
Intergenerational Solidarity, Green Policies, Political Participation of Young People.
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2. School working groups meetings, cooperation with the local community and the international 
dimension of the project.

3. Final conference, finalization of the publication and mentoring process and the presentation of youth 
policies. At the end of the project, MEP Predrag Matić will, together with school working groups, forward 
the publication to relevant addresses and actively advocate the full implementation of the proposals 
created by the young people of Croatia and Germany.

PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE OF THE 
PROJECT
In order to ensure necessary support for students during the process of drafting their papers, young 
Croatian experts from the field of youth policies were involved in the project. Our experts also joined 
us at our work conference in Novigrad (Croatia), where they moderated discussions and contributed to 
solutions suggested by young people. We are sincerely grateful for their professional contribution. You 
can find more information about the experts below: 

MARKO BOKO

Marko works in the field of public relations of the European Parliament in Croatia and is the manager 
of many youth programs and campaigns carried out by the European Parliament in Croatia. He has 
been a civil society activist for many years, and during that time he managed and was active in youth 
organizations at local and European levels. He is currently the President of the Academy for Political 
Development and the organizer of the festival “Graffiti na gradele”.

JELENA BRCKOVIĆ

Jelena is currently a program manager at P4 - Center for Youth and Independent Culture in Varaždin. 
She holds a master’s degree in journalism and has experience working on various web portals and radio 
stations. She has rich volunteering experience, and her final volunteering work on the project Varaždin for 
European Youth Capital changed the course of her career. Her employment on the project and the work 
at P4 were a gateway for a more intensive engagement with young people and their spare time, youth 
policies, planning and conducting events and communication.
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MARKO KOVAČIĆ

Marko holds a PhD in youth policies and works as a researcher at the Institute for Social Research in 
Zagreb and as an assistant professor at the University of Rijeka. For more than a decade, he has dealt with 
youth issues, youth policies and youth work in his scientific and pedagogical work. As an expert, he has 
participated in almost all political processes dealing with young people at a national and European level. 
He also acts as a national correspondent of the Republic of Croatia in the EU and CoE.

NINO PRELOŽNJAK

Nino holds a Master’s degree in political sciences and has experience working for international non-
governmental organizations, the government office, in the private and civil sectors, and has valuable 
experience in organizing the biggest European youth event – EYE Varaždin. His passion lies in organizing 
music events and advocating youth policies while paying special attention to the issue of housing.
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Economic and Administrative School 
Slavonski Brod

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Economic and Administrative School was founded on 1 September 1991 by the division of the Center for 
Occupationally Oriented Education Rade Končar, and since then operates as an independent institution. 
The school has around 450 students divided into two education sectors: “Economy, Trade and Business 
Administration” and “Catering and Tourism”. Since 2013, the school has carried out international projects 
(under Comenius, Leonardo da Vinci, IPA IV and Erasmus+ programs), and holds two European titles – 
eTwinning School and European Parliament Ambassador School.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The working group in the project The Future of Europe: European Year of Youth comprised 10 Young and 
Senior European Parliament Ambassadors, and the paper is signed by Lorena Čolak and Marija Obrovac 
(4.e) and Ema Tomašić and Maja Vinković (3.e) with their mentor Ivana Opačak, Prof. Adviser. The students 
(with their German partners) are addressing the topic EU at Local and National Levels: Vision for the 
Future. They are very aware of their possible role as EU citizens and the importance of living the European 
values at local and national levels, which is why they are looking forward to continuing their participation 
in EU projects.
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EU AT LOCAL AND NATIONAL
LEVELS – VISION FOR THE FUTURE

ISSUE

Poor local, regional and national traffic connections, including irregular rail and bus lines, and low-quality 
carrier service impact the quality of life (increased needs and reduced opportunities) both of the local 
populace and student commuters, who comprise 60% of students in the school. Students arrive late 
for class, do not have adequate space for spending time while waiting for transport, do not get enough 
sleep, do not eat adequately, miss (extra)curricular activities, spend less time with their peers, are less 
physically active and achieve worse school results. 

CAUSE

The causes of the issue are human activity (negligence, especially in relation to the care given by 
the Croatian government to Slavonia) and financial factors (lack of funds for the improvement of the 
quality of the local and Croatian railway and bus traffic and school standards). The source (RTL’s show 
Search) cites a report by an influential British blogger Jon Worth, who crossed almost all countries of the 
European Union in 40 days, while riding 158 trains, and concluded: “We are at the train station built at the 
beginning of the last century, and the Croatian Railways’ website is not entirely in the 21st century either. 
The rails in Croatia are in a bad condition, they are very old, and so ultimately it just looks like there’s 
been no investment in that line for very very many years.” Those who could bear an impact on addressing 
the problem mainly believe that its cost-effectiveness would be too low. In general, there is not enough 
concern for the common good in Croatian society. In fact, not even in school is any consideration given 
to the question of how much the improvement of school standards could impact the lives of young 
individuals.  

SIGNIFICANCE

Young people/students living outside the city (or in a city remote from Zagreb) who are dependent on 
transport do not have the same possibilities as residents of the capital. Most of the (inter)national events 
take place in Zagreb. Geographically, Zagreb is near, but in terms of traffic the situation feels different – 
trains are slow (on 65% of rails, trains run at 41–100 km/h), bus lines from Slavonia are rare (last daily bus 
from Zagreb to Slavonski Brod departs at 7 PM). The lack of traffic connection between the city and the 
village, between Slavonski Brod and the rest of Croatia, is a common cause for young people (and not just 
them) wishing to leave their local environments. Many young people/student commuters wake in the 
early morning hours, miss their breakfast so they can catch a train or bus going to the city in which they 



15

attend school, have no meals at school, sometimes wait for the start of classes in an empty school lobby, 
are frequently late for class or leave early, and upon arriving home, exhausted from long drives, are 
unmotivated for further work, studying, sporting activities, going out and socializing.

PLAN

Young people must be provided with free use of railway services even after the end of the European Year 
of Youth. We propose drawing on EU funds and investing the money in digitalization and improvement 
of carrier services. We propose a more frequent and better schedule for bus and train lines connecting 
Slavonia with the rest of Croatia and local areas (especially on weekends, when lines are less frequent 
than on working days). We propose the introduction of a train station near the school to shorten the time 
of unnecessary walks from the station to the school since the train already passes by the school. At the 
school, we will arrange a so-called European Corner, which will be used to disseminate project results, as 
a meeting spot for all students and a comfortable space for commuters waiting for the start of classes or 
train/bus. We will propose the organization of extracurricular events outside of Slavonski Brod, so that 
students from local villages can feel included, and city students can experience both the beauty and the 
challenges of life in rural areas. We propose the introduction of a single shift schedule in all schools in 
Brod-Posavina County, the opening of school canteens and the introduction of hot meals in school. 

BENEFITS

Adequate traffic connection provides everyone (not just young people) in the local community with 
identical opportunities, especially those related to their academic development. Perhaps then, young and 
elderly people will wish to stay in their native cities and villages. By improving the traffic quality, everyone 
(including Worth) wins, and by improving the quality of life of student commuters we will end up with 
more successful and motivated students – and thus with a better quality school and local community. A 
well-rested, fed, mentally and physically healthy and motivated student prepared for school contributes 
to personal and social development much more than the dissatisfied one. The improvement of the social 
life of student commuters (regarding sports, hobbies and socialization) will have an impact on the quality 
of life of all members of the local community.
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General Education Secondary School 
Josip Slavenski Čakovec

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

After 60 years of activity, General Education Secondary School Josip Slavenski Čakovec has more than 600 
students who can choose between four different study programs: General, with Emphasis on Languages, 
with Emphasis on Mathematics and Natural Sciences and with Emphasis on Natural Sciences. The 
students can choose from 15 different elective subjects, 30 facultative activities under the coordination of 
teachers and they even have the possibility of obtaining language diplomas (DSD and DELF).

The school and its teachers have been working diligently to motivate their students to participate in 
various international projects, such as, for example, the project “Future of Europe: European Year of 
Youth”. 

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The project team consists of three students: Tara Kos, Jana Conjar and Karlo Beličanec. Despite being 
on the same page when it comes to their way of thinking and their goals, the members are preparing 
for different universities. This did not prevent them from taking their first steps toward creating a better 
climate in Europe. In 2019, they joined a facultative group “Europe – Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow” with the 
support of Prof. Iris Bel, and in 2021 the role of the team coordinator was assumed by Prof. Nives Novko, 
who introduced them to the project “Future of Europe: European Year of Youth”. The team was involved in 
the project “Social Inclusion – Vulnerable Groups of Young People”.



17



18
THE FUTURE OF EUROPE: 
EUROPEAN YEAR OF YOUTH 2022
-from the Croatian point of view-

ONLINE CENTER FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH
ISSUE

We chose to approach the stigmatization of mental health, i.e. mental disorders as an issue of significance 
for the entire community. A mental disorder represents a state in which the person does not act in the 
usual way and has a negative impact on themselves or their environment. According to CIPH’s (Croatian 
Institute of Public Health) official data from 2002, the number of young people with mental disorders has 
been increasing in recent years. Young people are facing the serious issue of being misunderstood, and 
mental disorders are often linked to laziness, indifference and a lack of motivation. In general, mental 
disorders do not carry the same weight as physical health, therefore the question arises: Can a body be 
healthy if the mind is not? 

CAUSE

Young individuals are being misunderstood, especially by adults and elderly people who are not properly 
educated about the importance of recognizing mental disorders. Therefore, young people withdraw 
into themselves, do not know who to speak to and are afraid of being rejected. In the last century, only 
a handful of students would end up studying psychology and the number of psychologists was lower 
than it is today. We came across the fact that Psychology in Zagreb was the second most desirable 
study program in the country in 2020, which indicates that the number of psychologists is increasing. 
Furthermore, globalization, social networks, the pandemic and the lack of socialization due to classes 
being held online can also cause this problem. During and after the pandemic, the number of young 
people with mental disorders has increased. Due to the increased use of social networks and the 
emergence of new trends, young people are comparing themselves with others, they lose themselves, 
want to become something they are not or be accepted by the majority of society – resulting in feelings 
of anxiety and dissatisfaction.

SIGNIFICANCE

Young people must be aware of the fact that they have the support of the community. By addressing 
this issue, we are not only helping young individuals but also their entire community. The quantitative 
significance comprises an increasing number of young people seeking help and wanting to feel 
supported in their communities. The awareness of the community about the importance of mental 
health contributes to the qualitative significance.
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PLAN

We intend to start an online counseling and help center. Initially, we would look for students willing 
to volunteer under professional guidance in the management of the center. The team of volunteers 
would publish articles, motivating texts, testimonies, etc. There would be no licensing criteria for the 
management of the website, but we would employ psychologists qualified for work. Appointments 
with psychologists could take place online or in person. The psychologists would be paid according 
to the quantity and type of work on the website. Regarding the matter of financing psychologists, we 
would initially look for volunteers, but later on, they would be paid with the help of specific (co)funding 
institutions. Therefore, we made contact with European Structural and Investment Funds and received a 
positive reply to our question regarding financing. Furthermore, a segment for asking experts anonymous 
questions in the form of a forum would be available, so that the questions could be visible to everyone 
facing similar situations. There would also be an anonymous forum available to parents who recognize 
unusual behavior in their children. The emphasis would be placed on the anonymity of questions and 
free access. With the help of a website development agency, we would create and advertise the center, 
for which we would need between EUR 1,500 and EUR 3,000. If the website would not provide us with 
enough work, we would expand the business to the local community, where we would organize public 
forums and workshops, and our psychologists would attend parent-teacher conferences. Through 
interviews, we found out that people agree with the thesis that the body cannot be healthy if the mind 
isn’t healthy, but we also discovered ignorance about mental disorders.

BENEFITS

The main benefit of addressing this issue would be the disappearance of the stigmatization of mental 
health. Education, especially in relation to elderly people, would improve stigmatizing opinions about 
mental health, and bring the opinion to a better, higher level. Moreover, the opening of the center 
would create new workplaces for psychologists and psychiatrists interested in youth work. Furthermore, 
psychology students would have an opportunity to work with young people and to recognize issues they 
will encounter in their careers. They would have a regular income and would improve their skills while 
helping young people. Moreover, young people would have a chance to talk to someone and, as a result, 
would feel safe. They would also be provided with free assistance in dealing with more or less serious 
mental disorders. The center would also significantly help families suspecting their child having a mental 
disorder, whose members are not qualified on how to approach and help them. By providing adequate 
assistance, the community would become a more aware and better place.
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General Education Secondary School 
Pula

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The General Education Secondary School Pula was built in 1905 with the purpose of training Uljanik 
workers, but by 1908 a school program in German and Italian, and later on, in Croatian, had already 
started. Today, the school offers four different study programs: General, with an Emphasis on Languages, 
with an Emphasis on Mathematics and Natural Sciences, and with an Emphasis on Sports. In 2018, the 
school became an “EU Ambassador School”, after a successful project named “Students of the General 
Education Secondary School in EU Institutions”, which the school has maintained for the last 15 years. 
Alongside educational programs “Euroscola” and “Erasmus+”, the school dedicates an impressive amount 
of teaching hours to EU acquis and heritage.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The participants in the project “The Future of Europe: European Year of Youth” in 2022 were: Ana 
Tanasković, Astrid Grijak, Eni Marijanović, Lara Knežević, Maria Burić, Nika Ban, Petra Povrzanović (Young 
EPAS Ambassadors), Tereza Mišan, Bartol Čatić, Borna Černe, Ivano Gmaz, Luka Dvoršak, Marko Levak, 
Nino Šarić (Young EPAS Ambassadors) and Paolo Krajcar. The group mentor is Prof. Tanja Černeka (Senior 
EPAS Ambassador). The topic of the project was “Education Systems (Formal and Informal)”.
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EDUCATION SYSTEMS – 
FORMAL AND INFORMAL FORMS

ISSUE

The issue of sexuality and sex education is still considered taboo. Imposition of one’s attitudes (Ministry of 
Education, the Church, formal education), inadequate knowledge of the possibility and the importance of 
the use of contraception, not only as a means of preventing unwanted pregnancy but also as protection 
against sexually transmitted diseases), non-actualization of teaching content. Insufficient technical 
equipment in our classrooms, a large number of subjects, contents which are not in line with the times 
we live in, and the evaluation of educational subjects.

CAUSE 

Despite their wide selection, contraceptives are poorly understood by young people and are not 
sufficiently available. Some common obstacles are ignorance, lack of information, shame and limited 
financial resources. In addition to contraception, the purchase of toiletries represents an especially large 
material expense for girls (the female population). In 2020, in the Pula General Hospital, 58 mothers did 
not finish primary school or had finished only primary school. In the period between 2011 and 2020, 
3,223 legally induced abortions were performed in the Pula General Hospital. In 2020, 20 girls between 
the ages of 15 and 19 gave birth in the Pula General Hospital, and in 2019, 19 legally induced abortions 
were performed on women that had only finished primary school. In the school year 2019/2020, only 62 
primary and secondary school students visited the counseling center of the Institute of Public Health of 
Istria County to inform themselves about reproductive health. In 2020, 425 secondary school students 
participated in lectures organized by the Institute of Public Health of Istria County on the impact of 
sexually transmitted diseases, which represents only 6.8% of secondary school students in Istria County. 
In the period between 2011 and 2020, mothers between the ages of 15 and 19 gave birth to 234 children 
(Source: public publications of the Institute of Public Health of Istria County, reports for 2020 and 2019). 

SIGNIFICANCE

The need for reinforced informal education on sexuality (survey results, interview with Dr Mišan, 
gynecologist in the Pula General Hospital and data provided by the Institute of Public Health). In an 
interview with Dr Mišan, we learned the following: in Istria County, as in the rest of the country, there is a 
trend of an increase in the overall rate of abortions, especially in 2022. A further issue lies in the number 
of reports, that is, some abortions are not being reported. In the Pula General Hospital, abortions are 
performed by using medication, which is a method that is beneficial to patients in many ways. General 
anesthesia is not used nor do gynecologists use their instruments. Instead, uterine contractions and 
expulsion occur after the administration of pills. This represents the greatest achievement in the last 
10 years from the point of view of humanity toward patients. In regard to the proportion of adolescent 
pregnancies, the Pula General Hospital did not keep separate statistics. According to the subjective 
assessment of Dr Mišan, who is employed in the department, the proportion of adolescent pregnancies 
is low, possibly around 5% (between the ages of 13 and 20). Some of them want to perform an abortion 
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when it is already too late, since the abortion is only allowed until the 12th week in regard to the 
gestational age of the fetus. After that, it is impossible to terminate the pregnancy. During 2022, there 
were only a couple of abortions performed on girls under the age of 18. Adolescents usually come to 
their first examination (performed by a competent primary or private gynecologist) in the company of 
their mother (90%) or on their own, which they are allowed to do after 16 years of age. Those adolescents 
have issues with irregular menstrual cycles, acne and excessive hair growth or are planning to be sexually 
active due to having a partner. The purpose of the examination is to determine the right choice of 
contraception based on the clinical picture, health risks and wishes expressed by the patient. Regardless 
of their sexual activity, some patients do not go to a gynecologist until their first vaginal infection, the 
onset of irregular periods or wanted or unwanted pregnancy. The adolescents who arrive for their first 
gynecological examination early (most often, in the company of their mother) opt for a safer method of 
contraception (they switch from barrier protection (condoms) to oral hormonal contraception). In the 
adolescent period, they do not come for gynecological examinations together with their partners. As 
for boys, they undergo inadequate sex education in primary and secondary schools, and only a third of 
them are vaccinated against HPV with the guidance of their parents. They do not come in for counseling 
with gynecologists, but they also mature later, which is probably the reason. In Istria County and 
Primorje-Gorski Kotar County, the sex-education school curriculum for primary and secondary schools 
is accompanied by the possibility of additional education. Two years ago, an initiative of the Institute of 
Public Health of Istria County in cooperation with the City of Pula and the County resulted in the project 
responsible for carrying out education in numerous Istrian cities. School medicine specialists educate 
eighth graders in primary schools and third graders in secondary schools. A counseling center also exists 
under the Institute of Public Health. 

PLAN

Increased use of contraception and the improvement of hygiene levels among young people. During 
our discussions, and after conducting a survey and interview with our peers, we have concluded that we 
want to engage in more conversations with local authority representatives and healthcare professionals; 
increased accessibility and more frequent conversations that should be more open, honest, and precise, 
i.e. there should be no withholding data, prejudices and condemnation.

BENEFITS

General health improvements of the coming generations. Significant reduction of the number of 
unwanted pregnancies by means of providing information and education. An increase in the availability 
of contraception should reduce the issue over time. The interest of local authorities to participate in 
carrying out informal education, cooperation with young people, awareness about the importance of 
human rights at all levels, consistency, awareness, availability of material opportunities in all EU Member 
States, mitigation of sex and gender discrimination.
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General Education Secondary School 
Velika Gorica

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

General Education Secondary School Velika Gorica operates since 1993. The school environment is a 
community for the acquisition of knowledge, development of capabilities and sensibilities, and a place 
of validation. Since 2015, they have been carrying out various EU projects, encouraging creativity, 
developing tolerance and providing support to students in their growth, development and in unlocking 
their creative potential.

They are promoting principles of sustainable development and are actively participating in various 
activities at local, national and international levels.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The topic of the project the team was involved in is “Intergenerational Solidarity”. The mentors, 
pedagogue Olieta Horvat Kardoš and professor of politics and economics Željka Kalac jointly run a 
group of EU Ambassadors, and students Antonio Detelić, Erika Paučić and Alma Beriša, now a first-year 
student at the Faculty of Political Sciences, actively participate in school life and operation. Together, they 
originally promote new ideas, act proactively, question adopted rules and assumptions and are open to 
new experiences. They are involved in various humanitarian and research projects, cooperate with the 
local community and spread humanity and solidarity by promoting democratic values.
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INTERGENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY

ISSUE

The working group of General Education Secondary School Velika Gorica noted the issue of social 
isolation of elderly people in the Republic of Croatia. Elderly people do not have good communication 
with young people and the support of the community, which reduces their social interaction, which is 
indispensable for the quality of life and physical and mental health of elderly people. According to Marija 
Mašanović, MD, Public Health, advanced age is often accompanied by the loss of social inclusion, whether 
due to the loss of a spouse and/or a partner, close family members and friends, retirement or change of 
residence (e.g. retirement home, etc.), which favors the development of depression. Depression is the 
most common mental health problem in advanced age, and clinical depression is the most common 
mental disorder among elderly people.

CAUSE

The cause of the social isolation of elderly people is the lack of connection with the family and an isolated 
environment. Elderly people are left to themselves and they lack the support of the community in 
spending quality free time. Members of the family and the wider community do not pay attention to the 
welfare of elderly people due to a hectic lifestyle and social changes which prevent them from caring 
for elderly people – a task they feel to be demanding and time-consuming. Elderly people have a hard 
time adjusting to the modern way of life, which is why they require assistance, so the attention of young 
people should be directed toward providing support.

SIGNIFICANCE

Addressing the problem of social isolation of elderly people would help the entire community. Indeed, 
a large part of the Croatian population consists of the elderly population. In 2019, 20.3% of the EU 
population was older than 65, and in the same year, there were more than 800,000 such people in 
Croatia. There is an increasing number of elderly people that are lonely, infirm and/or sick. In the Republic 
of Croatia, there are 45 county nursing homes and only three state homes. More than 72,000 people are 
on waiting lists. There is enough room in the nursing homes in Croatia for only 3.68% of elderly people 
older than 65. Alongside the aforementioned quantitative significance, qualitative significance manifests 
itself in their right and need for social interaction with other people or the society they belong to, and the 
importance of solidarity as a human value.
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PLAN

The plan for addressing the social isolation of elderly people rests on the formation of volunteer clubs 
in larger cities, whose members would visit the elderly people and take care of them, and in such a way 
strengthen intergenerational relationships. This requires financial resources, which would be requested 
from the EU or, more precisely, EU funds, such as the European Social Fund and the European Regional 
Development Fund. Those funds would be distributed among larger cities in order for them to form clubs, 
which would imply that competent city administrative authorities are responsible for the management 
of projects in their cities. Volunteer clubs would look for volunteers by promoting the project through 
leaflets, lectures or seminars in schools and universities. This means that the volunteers would be 
secondary school and university students and other interested people, and each club would be led by a 
club leader. The task of the volunteers would be to visit elderly people in nursing homes as well as elderly 
people living in their own homes, if they decide to apply for assistance. The volunteers would help with 
domestic chores and spend time with them talking, playing social games, developing hobbies, going 
for a walk in the city, etc. The volunteers would take elderly people to local musical groups concerts and 
theatrical productions involving local actors to further improve intergenerational connections in local 
communities with the help of creativity and art. The clubs would cooperate with other associations at 
local, state and international levels, i.e. Red Cross, in order to improve the efficiency and quality of this 
project.

BENEFITS

The main benefits of this project would be the improved cohesion between young and elderly people, 
providing support to elderly people so they could feel more socially aware, happy, involved and less 
lonely, improved physical and mental health, and the availability of social services in the community and, 
eventually, prevention of institutional forms of accommodation.
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General Education Secondary School 
Vukovar

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

In 1891 a small four-grade “realka” was founded, which, four years later, became a Realschule. The year 
1906 marks the beginning of upper primary school, and in 1911 first graduates finished school. Today, 
General Education Secondary School Vukovar offers a general educational program and programs with 
an emphasis on mathematics and languages. The school offers education in Croatian, based on the Latin 
alphabet, and in Serbian, based on the Cyrillic alphabet. The school currently has around 300 students.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The work team comprised interested students who, together with their mentor, held meetings 
concerning the topic “Youth Work” on a regular basis. As a part of the research, they conducted a survey 
with the young residents of Vukovar. The students concluded that there is a lack of space where young 
people would stay after school, engage in various activities, etc. The team is currently in the stage of 
obtaining space for “KreatiVum”. The topic of the project that the members researched was “Youth Work”.
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PROVIDING YOUTH SPACE 

ISSUE

 During numerous meetings of the working group of General Education Secondary School Vukovar, we 
came to the conclusion that there is a lack of youth space in the City of Vukovar, a space where young 
people could express their opinions and demonstrate their knowledge and talents. Certain spaces do 
exist, but they do not allow for a large number of activities due to their small area. A big issue with 
existing spaces is their remoteness. All premises in the city center, which are small in number, must be 
rented. Such spaces are available to most people, but depending on the type of event and the number 
of attendees, they are often not cost-effective. Furthermore, we have smaller spaces belonging to youth 
organizations. In those spaces, it is only possible to hold workshops and activities for a smaller number 
of people, who often do not live in the city center, which poses an additional problem in terms of 
attendance and achieving the goal.

CAUSE 

The students of the working group of General Education Secondary School Vukovar have unanimously 
agreed that one of the problems of the City of Vukovar is the emigration of young people and the 
predominance of elderly people, which in turn has an impact on the gradual decline of the motivation of 
young people for various activities suitable for their age. Youth spaces do not mean much to an average 
citizen of Vukovar, therefore there is no initiative for providing such spaces. Low interest among citizens 
also leads to low interest among younger generations, i.e. their children. Due to the lack of support and 
desire among other people to follow their initiative, most young people don’t have an idea or initiative for 
providing such spaces. 

SIGNIFICANCE

Students of the school, as well as young people of Vukovar in general, are more interested and motivated 
if they have a chance, and are encouraged, to express creativity and proactive behavior. New youth space 
would allow for spending quality free time, organization of various educational workshops and panel 
discussions, spending time with peers, the expression of various talents, skills, etc. Such space would be 
of large significance for the future of young people and the City of Vukovar because it would serve as a 
recognizable space for generating new ideas that could have an impact on the quality of life of the young 
people of Vukovar, and it would result in the City of Vukovar being recognized as a city that prioritizes 
youth. 
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PLAN 

First of all, it was necessary to determine whether to build a new space or renovate an existing one. In the 
very center of the city and its surroundings, numerous spaces are abandoned, non-refurbished or closed. 
Therefore, the working group of General Education Secondary School Vukovar concluded that it would 
be cheaper, and more significant, to refurbish an existing space, rather than to build a new one. The space 
that was selected for renovation is an old Varteks store in the very center of the city. Considering that the 
project in question is major, the school achieved cooperation with the non-governmental, non-profit 
citizens’ organization Proni. Proni Center is an excellent choice for cooperation due to its long experience 
of youth work and a shared objective. The next step is the acquisition of the space. The store premises are 
owned by the state. In cooperation with MEP Matić, our main objective is to contact responsible people 
and conclude the acquisition of the premises. Once the premises have been acquired, they will be fully 
restored. The restoration will be carried out by young volunteers from the City of Vukovar. The upper floor 
will serve as a large hall for the organization of the aforementioned activities (debates, panels, lectures, 
exhibitions, concerts, workshops...) while the ground floor will contain new offices of Center Proni, but will 
also serve as a place where information and promotional materials relating to the space in question will 
be distributed. Finally, a big promotion of the space will take place in the city center in the form of stands, 
information leaflets and promotional materials which will be distributed at all appropriate locations and 
on social networks. After the promotion, the space will be officially ready for use. 

BENEFITS

The main benefit of addressing this issue is to encourage young people to think creatively and be active. 
In addition to benefiting young people, the provision of such space can also benefit the city of Vukovar. 
The youth space will not only attract young people from Vukovar but also from the surrounding area. 
This endeavor will encourage young people to stay in the city of Vukovar, and indirectly, it will encourage 
young people to come to Vukovar. The objective is for the city of Vukovar to become a city full of young 
and ambitious people interested in developing the city and making it a desirable place to live in.
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Secondary School Konjščina

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Secondary School Konjščina is a vocational school with a tradition of over 70 years. It is equipped with 
the most state-of-the-art teaching aids for conducting classes in the fields of electrical engineering, 
mechanical engineering, economy and traffic. The school currently has 290 students attending four-year 
(Sales Specialists, Electrical Equipment Technician with Applied Computing) and three-year programs 
(Car Electrician, Electrician, Plumber, Car Mechanic, Machinist, Motor Vehicle Driver). In addition, the 
school has been declared an EPAS and eTwinning school, and it participates in various Erasmus+ projects.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The team comprises third- and fourth-grade students from different fields of study. Together with their 
mentor Barbara Pluščec, they diligently investigated issues in the local community related to green 
policies and possible methods of solving those issues. It is important to emphasize the effort and 
determination of Dora Grofelnik, Lucija Šiftar, Patrik Delija, Nikola Plašč and Dorijan Habuša. The topic of 
the project was “Green Policies”.
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ENERGETIC REFURBISHMENT OF 
FAMILY HOUSES
IN THE TERRITORY OF THE MUNICI-
PALITY OF KONJŠČINA

ISSUE

After surveying the residents of the County of Konjščina, we concluded that the residents are not aware 
of the possibility of applying for a public call for the energetic refurbishment of family houses co-funded 
by structural and EU funds and of the advantages of the energetic refurbishment of family houses. 
Moreover, we found out that only four households in the territory of the Municipality had applied.

CAUSE

The residents of the County of Konjščina are not aware of the possibility of applying for a public call 
for the energetic refurbishment of family houses co-funded by structural and EU funds and of the 
advantages of the energetic refurbishment of family houses. Besides the fact they are uninformed, there 
are also issues of digital illiteracy among elderly property owners and illegal construction of family 
houses.

SIGNIFICANCE

The energetic refurbishment of family houses would lead to a decrease in the consumption of energy 
products for heating, cooling and lighting by up to 70% and would reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by up to 35%. Energetic refurbishment would lead to the mitigation of climate change by 30% until 
2030 and the increase of the quality of life by up to 30% due to the energetic refurbishment of houses. 
Furthermore, it would help to mitigate the risk of energy poverty by up to 30%, decrease overheads, and 
in certain cases, it would directly contribute to an increase in income (increased prices on the energy 
market). The installation of solar panels would result in 100% better energy conservation and a decrease 
of 30%-60% regarding all other overhead expenses. The quality of life would be increased by at least 
30% due to reduced costs and a warmer home, and the housing conditions and health would also see 
improvement. The lifespan of properties would increase by between 50% and 70% due to a more stable 
house structure. The increase in the value of a property is certain and amounts to between 10% and 20% 
of the total value of the house. The reduction of a negative impact of moisture on the object will amount 
to up to 80% due to better house isolation.
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PLAN

With the help of the local community and REGEA, consultations would be organized so that citizens 
could be kept up to date regarding the possibilities of a co-funded energetic refurbishment of family 
houses, the preparation of required documentation and the commencement of energetic refurbishment 
operations. To keep the residents up to date and to encourage the use of the aforementioned incentives, 
we’ve decided to inform them with leaflets which would be provided together with invoices issued by 
Komunalac Konjščina d.o.o. 

BENEFITS

Education and raising awareness of the citizens regarding the methods of the implementation of 
refurbishment incentives and the application process. Encouraging citizens to apply for a public call for 
the energetic refurbishment of family houses co-funded by structural and EU funds. Providing support 
to citizens in the preparation of documentation required for application for a public call for the energetic 
refurbishment of family houses co-funded by structural and EU funds. Mitigation of climate change by 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Reduction of citizens’ overheads and the consumption of energy 
products for heating, cooling and lighting. Encouraging the use of renewable energy sources (wind, sun).
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Secondary School King Zvonimir Krk

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Secondary School Hrvatski Kralj Zvonimir is the only secondary education institution on the island of 
Krk. It has been educating young people for a hundred years and represents a vital and irreplaceable 
cornerstone for island development by offering the following programs: General Education Secondary 
School, Tourism and Hotel Management, Economy, Catering, and Mechanical Engineering. It holds the 
status of a European Parliament Ambassador School since 2017 as the first island school and one of the 
first schools to be involved in the project in the Republic of Croatia.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The working group comprises fourth graders who have the status of Young European Parliament 
Ambassadors and attend EU-Classroom as an extracurricular activity. The project that the team was 
involved in is called “Housing for Young People”.
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HOUSING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
ISSUE

The working group of Young European Parliament Ambassadors from Secondary School Hrvatski Kralj 
Zvonimir in Krk addressed the problem of housing in the Republic of Croatia and the island of Krk. The 
students noticed that young people in the Republic of Croatia live with their parents longer than any 
other young Europeans. According to Eurostat data from 2019, young Croatians live with their parents, 
on average, until they are 32. The question arises: Why do young people in Croatia live with their parents 
longer than any other young people in the EU? While young Swedes, Danes and Finns leave their parents’ 
home when they are eighteen, nineteen or twenty-one, as much as eighty percent of young Croats 
between the ages of eighteen and thirty-four live with their parents. Young people have problems with 
gaining independence due to a long period of education, high costs of living, low salaries, the inability of 
finding suitable employment and high property and rental prices. We find the lack of a general housing 
policy at the national level to be the main issue.

CAUSE

We have noticed that property prices on the Adriatic coast are extremely high and are continuously 
increasing. While the prices of apartments in Zagreb increased by 8.7% in 2021, in coastal parts of Croatia 
they increased by almost 12%. We found out that the average property prices at the end of 2021 were 
40% higher than in 2015. The average price increase in EU countries during the last six years amounted to 
37.4%. We asked ourselves how is it possible that property prices in Croatia are increasing faster than in 
the rest of the EU, while at the same time Croatia is losing a large number of its residents? An additional 
increase in property prices is expected to occur with the introduction of the Euro. At the start of 2022, 
the price of a square meter of a new apartment increased by approximately 20% compared to the start of 
2021. A 20% increase in one year is the highest registered growth in the last ten years. 

Living conditions of young people in the entire state territory are difficult and young people are leaving 
Croatia. We believe that the outflow of young highly educated people represents a serious problem. 
Young people are leaving Croatia because of distrust in the State and institutions and due to the feeling 
of hopelessness and poor financial situation. In Croatia, they lack sufficient resources for independent life 
and are dependent on their parents. In addition to high property prices, rental prices are also high. Since 
the city of Krk is a tourist city, the lack of apartments for long-term rent, high prices and the impossibility 
of finding housing during the tourist season are particularly problematic.

SIGNIFICANCE

The issue of housing represents a primary human need and is of particular significance for the quality 
of life. A young person without housing loses perspective. Without addressing their housing problem 
and the issue of finances, young people stay with their parents and are more reluctant to start a family 
and have children. Without children and families, there is no prospect for the improvement of the 
demographic situation of the State. If we wish to witness the improvement of individuals, society and 
the State, the State must address the issues of housing and finances and keep the young people in the 
Republic of Croatia.
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PLAN

The issue of housing is so complex and multi-layered that our working group concluded that they cannot 
address it on their own. While talking to young people, we found out that they are distrustful and have no 
hope of finding the solution to those issues. A student who worked in an real estate agency during the 
summer confirmed that only foreigners are buying properties on Krk. 

The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia does not specify the obligation of the State to help its citizens 
in meeting housing needs. We believe that the Constitution should be supplemented as this fact has far-
reaching negative consequences on the development of housing policy and the standard of housing. The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted and declared by the United Nations General Assembly 
on 10 December 1948 states in Article 25 that every individual has the right to a standard of living that 
corresponds to their health and well-being and the health and well-being of their family, including the 
right on housing.

We believe that assistance should be provided to young people in matters of housing and employment 
and gaining perspective. Croatian Youth Network has successfully identified the objectives and needs of 
young people. On their website, they state that young people must be able to bridge the gap between 
education and gaining independence. Young people must be able to quickly and easily enter the labor 
market after the completion of their education, have a stable job, good salary and working conditions. 
Young people must have the opportunity to ensure their livelihood independently, not only in terms of 
salary but also in the conditions that allow them to live on their own, to rent or buy an apartment or a 
house, and to have rights and security as tenants in rented apartments. Although certain municipalities 
and cities in the Republic of Croatia encourage young people to stay by offering them cheaper land, 
property or loans, granting deferment of payment and offering jobs, we believe that incentives for 
young people should be standardized at the State level. We believe that the main issue is the inefficiency 
of the State and distrust of young people in State institutions. As encouraging as State measures such 
as programs of social housing construction or subsidization of housing loans for young people might 
sound, the fact is that only some young people are beneficiaries of the aforementioned programs, which, 
furthermore, do not address the issue of housing for young people. The European Parliament adopted 
on 21 January 2021 a European Parliament resolution on access to decent and affordable housing for all, 
calling on the Member States to recognize adequate housing as a basic human right and to include it in 
their legislation. The Resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to make the problem 
of housing a basis of the European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan. Furthermore, the Member States 
are encouraged to cooperate in the financing of social investment directed at addressing the issues of 
housing with their social partners, civil society and the private sector, which could play a crucial role in 
the development and maintenance of adequate housing solutions for those in vulnerable situations. 
We hope that this Resolution will in practice act as an incentive for increased State investment in social, 
public, energy-efficient, adequate and affordable housing. We find the proposal of a sustainable approach 
to the use of urban land especially interesting and acceptable, e.g. giving priority to the renovation of 
abandoned houses over the construction of new ones.

BENEFITS

Addressing the existential problem of young people would allow for the right of young people to an 
adequate housing standard. Addressing the issue of housing for young people would represent a 
demographic measure preventing the emigration of young people and would encourage young people 
to gain independence from their parents. We believe that the State needs to clearly define the housing 
policy for young people. The State must urgently and actively address the problem of housing for young 
people.
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Secondary School Petrinja

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Secondary School Petrinja is the only secondary school in the city of Petrinja with a tradition of over 
160 years. It provides a combination of general education secondary school and vocational school, 
which offers the following programs: Veterinary Technician, Food Technician, Florist, Butcher, Assistant 
Winegrower – Fruit grower – Winemaker. After a catastrophic earthquake in 2020, the school had to move 
from the city center to Primary School Mato Lovrak. The challenging circumstances, however, did not 
discourage the hard-working members of the EPAS group, who continue to operate for the fifth year in a 
row. The project The Future of Europe: European Year of Youth was taken over by a group of six students.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The members of the project team are Tara Kokan, Katarina Širić, Nika Vujasić, Sanja Kunštek, Marta 
Bjelopavlović and Iva Šimić under the guidance of Prof. Ozana Krovinović Šalić. Their topic was “Political 
Participation of Young People”, for which they surveyed secondary school students in Croatia, Germany, 
Switzerland, Poland and in local political and activist communities such as Petrinja Spring, Youth Council, 
etc.   
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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE

ISSUE

The issue lies in the poor political participation of young people, their ignorance, distrust and disinterest 
in the matters of politics and political actors.

CAUSE

The cause of the poor political participation is the indifference and disappointment towards politics due 
to unfulfilled promises, nepotism, corruption, indifference towards young people, the slow bureaucracy, 
and in the areas hit by the earthquake, the slow restoration. The survey convinced us that the indifference 
is reciprocal – young people are not interested in politics, and political actors are not interested in young 
people. 

SIGNIFICANCE

The issue is significant because it furthers the general attitude that young people are incapable of 
changing anything, so there is no point in them becoming involved in politics. It is also a cause of the low 
turnout of young people in elections and the lack of involvement in the local community. Addressing 
the issue would primarily benefit young people as they would become involved in decision-making 
processes, more informed about politics and their voice would be heard. It would also benefit society 
because it would address the issue of succession among politicians and of ignoring the problems 
concerning young people and the lack of progress. Consequently, it would result in higher turnout at 
the elections and more legitimate election results. The results of the survey conducted among Croatian 
secondary school students point to moderate political knowledge, general indifference towards politics, 
a generation marked by distrust, and young people unwilling to participate in citizens’ and political 
actions who do not believe that there is a way of changing anything. The conducted survey shows that 
most of the subjects never or very rarely follow political news, are not interested and do not wish to 
actively participate in politics. Young people from Croatia expressed much less interest in political topics 
in comparison with their peers from Germany, Switzerland and Poland who also participated in the study, 
and who, according to results, regularly follow political news and believe that active participation is a 
prerequisite for a change in the State. They stated that all changes must be initiated at the local level and 
are aware of the importance of politics and their responsibility in bringing change, which is a sentiment 
we strive to achieve among young people in Croatia. 
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PLAN

The solution we are proposing is a series of workshops on politics and fake voting.  Young people do 
not wish to participate in elections because they do not believe that their vote would change the 
outcome. The implementation of the plan could convince them otherwise. Before voting, a series 
of workshops informing students about electoral candidates will be held. Then, the election will be 
simulated in schools; it will include the process of entering data and its verification, polling booths, and 
voting boxes. This will be followed by the counting of votes, which will be added to real election results, 
and the results will be compared. The results of such elections could also be covered by the media. 
The organization of pre-election workshops is important for acquainting students with the structure 
and forms of government. The workshops would comprise lectures, analyses of political ideas, moves 
and achievements, actual events in the country, and discussions and debates. The workshops would 
acquaint young people with the objectives, plans and ideas of individual parties and politicians and their 
realization. As a part of the workshops, it would be desirable to organize interviews and public forums so 
they could develop their political opinions and literacy. 

Education and Teacher Training Agency can establish a manual containing detailed information on 
workshops, proposals of activities and instructions for fake voting that shall be sent to secondary schools. 
We suggest that the established manual is in digital form to lower costs and protect the environment. 
Students of political sciences could also participate in establishing manuals and organization of 
workshops. The activity will take place in the year of elections so that every generation of students can 
participate in a series of workshops and fake voting. Groups comprising interested students for designing 
additional activities could be formed in schools.

The implementation of this plan does not require high costs, and its benefits are significant. 

BENEFITS

The approval of the plan will bring about the most important – the involvement of young people in 
politics and political events. The resulting positive changes will be: a better understanding of Croatian 
and European politics among young people, achieved with the help of interactive workshops (by 
educating young people on politics, they would become aware of the possibility of contributing to a 
better way of life in the community and society); higher turnout of young people at local, parliamentary, 
president, and European elections, due to them being aware of political events even before they are 
legally allowed to vote; recognizing the voting as a civic duty, and active participation of young people in 
their local community with their ideas and proposals – all in the interest of the progress of society.
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Secondary School Vela Luka

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Secondary School Vela Luka on the island of Korčula has around 100 students and 28 teachers. The 
combined school offers the following programs: General Education Secondary School, Economy (four-
year programs) and Cook and Boat Mechanic (three-year programs). Despite a small number of students, 
it achieves excellent results in sports events, cultural and scientific manifestations and academic 
competitions. Secondary School Vela Luka has a rich curriculum that is updated every year according to 
students’ wishes and preferences. 

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

The working group comprises of fourth-grade general education students: Roko Franulović, Barbara 
Ančić, Lana Mirošević and Linda Žuvela. The students were eager to face the challenge of finding 
potential solutions to problems that young people are faced with in rural and urban areas. With the help 
of additional eight students, they surveyed young people from various areas to reach a comprehensive 
conclusion and find potential solutions for all young people in Croatia. They believe it would be desirable 
if every individual started with themselves and in that way helped to mitigate the issues young people 
are faced with today. That is why they decided to implement their proposals and solutions at the level of 
their school. The topic they have addressed is “Cultural and Sporting Activities for Young People”.
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SPORTING AND CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

ISSUE

After analyzing the conducted surveys, we concluded that young people find the major problems to be: 
a lack of money, the poor infrastructure of sports and cultural facilities and insufficient or non-existent 
investments in the education of sports coaches. Furthermore, most of the students agreed that one of 
the bigger problems is also the reduction of the number of long-term members in sports and cultural 
associations.

CAUSE

Even though we believe that insufficient financial investments are probably the cause of the issues of 
all topics in this project, we will momentarily look at an issue caused by a human factor – in our case, 
the reduction of the number of young people in sports and cultural associations. After analyzing the 
conducted survey, we concluded that, while growing up, young people lose motivation for engaging in 
various activities, which is the reason for them leaving the associations. Some quit because of relocation 
to other places for education purposes, some do not want to commit or lose interest, some quit because 
they would rather conform to the majority who spend their free time in front of the screen or succumb to 
various popular vices, while some simply want to try something new.

SIGNIFICANCE

The issue is significant because the reduction of the number of young people in associations results 
in smaller financial investments in the local associations in question, cultural and sports association 
communities, sponsorships, etc. The reduction of financial resources results in fewer opportunities of 
participating in competitions and exhibitions (and worse results), and the reduction of participation in 
competitions and exhibitions causes the shutting down of those associations, resulting in a vicious cycle. 
The proof for those claims can also be found in the case of professional clubs, as we are witnessing them 
being shut down, especially in smaller places and on islands where the population is reducing in general, 
and the clubs are following suit. We believe that material resources can always be acquired, but without 
people in associations, there is no activity. Furthermore, young people do not understand the importance 
of sports at higher levels but view them only as an activity. However, participation in sports helps young 
people to improve their health status; they are taught how to be responsible, organized and they learn 
how to work with larger groups. Likewise, young people in cultural associations are the ones maintaining 
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cultural heritage and local gastronomy by passing them on to new generations. Young people living on 
our island of Korčula are lacking cultural content (exhibitions, dance and culinary workshops, concerts), 
but only during the winter period since during the summer the events are organized at a higher level due 
to the tourist season.

PLAN

We believe that it is necessary to organize a network of educators who would work in kindergartens and 
lower grades in primary schools and educate parents about the importance of sports and culture at a 
higher level, and not only as a form of activity. We would prioritize the importance of parents in providing 
support to this type of work, as we are aware of the fact that young people nowadays have to resist the 
temptation of various types of vices, and if we act from an early age, this could potentially be prevented. 
Furthermore, the media should be used for talking more about the importance of maintaining good 
health and the reduction of the pressure on the healthcare system, which has lately become overloaded; 
i.e. by organizing now popular podcasts or cartoons for children and young people educating them 
on the relationship between sports and health. Therefore, by increasing the interest of young people 
in activities, we would positively contribute to the reduction of the overload of the healthcare system. 
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Culture and Media, Ministry of Science and Education, Ministry of 
Tourism and Sport and Ministry of Health are in some way connected to the topic “Sporting and Cultural 
Activities for Young People” and our potential solutions. We believe that they should secure funds and 
organize a network of educators who would educate people in the aforementioned areas. The duty 
of educators could be taken over by students who could serve as an inspiration to their peers. Various 
methods of financing from EU funds could be devised, as the topics in question are extremely important 
and could be raised to a higher level – and, since they concern students, it would be desirable to apply 
for various Erasmus+ projects. The education of people would take place at various workshops (online 
and in person) during the school year in all areas of the Republic of Croatia, and it could serve as a basis 
for various surveys and projects. Furthermore, the “by-product” of the pandemic are more pronounced 
digital competences of students and teachers, which is why certain things could be better addressed with 
the help of various digital tools.

BENEFITS

The main benefits of addressing our problem are circular; the sustainment of sporting and cultural 
associations, i.e. continuous operation and the preservation or increase of the number of members. 
Furthermore, the interest and motivation of children and young people for participating in the work of 
aforementioned associations (sporting and cultural) would increase. The participation of a higher number 
of children in associations (sporting and cultural) would lead to the improvement of their health status 
and reduce the overload of the healthcare system.

The increased number of members would have a positive impact on the conservation of cultural heritage 
and local gastronomic offer, and increased investments in associations and clubs would directly cause 
higher participation in competitions, exhibitions and/or at a higher rank.
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School of Design, Graphics and 
Sustainable Construction Split

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The School of Design, Graphics and Sustainable Construction is a successor to one of the oldest schools 
in the area of Split–Vocational Drawing School, i.e. Scuole di disegno industriale. The school offers 
four programs (Sustainable Development and Construction Technician, Art Professions, Construction 
Professions, Graphic Professions) totaling over 20 education and training directions. As such, with over 
800 students in total, it is one of the largest vocational schools in Split-Dalmatia County. The school 
boasts various activities and projects that are not necessarily related to study programs but show a broad 
range of interests among our students.

SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT 

Reactions and the engagement of students are the biggest indicators of the interest in the project, 
thanks to which they participated in a number of activities - from presentations, posters, short films, 
over exhibitions, volunteering, to educational trips. The team responsible for the implementation of 
the project European Parliament Ambassador School currently comprises 20 active members who are 
approaching every new challenge with seriousness, believing in positive changes and a better future 
for everyone. The topic addressed by the school team was “Youth Unemployment and Labor Market 
Outcomes”.
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YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT AND
LABOR MARKET OUTCOMES

ISSUE

Young people are facing difficulties in seeking employment every year, and the causes can be seen 
during the education process, especially during higher education, and then, later on, during their first 
attempts to find a job. More precisely, such barriers can already be seen when enrolling at secondary 
schools. Craft and vocational schools are still being overlooked and poorly promoted, despite there being 
a visible demand for work precisely in those sectors.

CAUSE

It is socially ingrained in us that enrolling at a university is a necessity even though young people don’t 
have their priorities in order, so they choose to become economists or lawyers, which are professions 
whose situation on the labor exchange is not ideal, or they opt for social sciences or humanities where 
admission quotas continue to remain the same even though there is a very low chance of students 
finding employment. Furthermore, some companies tend to exploit cheap labor on the labor market, that 
is, students with student contracts, which prolongs work without employment contracts and shortens the 
length of service, has an impact on pensions, etc. Employers seek young people with experience, while 
most study programs are not adapted for work or practical work in addition to studies, meaning that 
people have their first work experience after graduation. If a young person does not have the experience 
required for the job, they will probably seek another workplace, often outside of their profession.

SIGNIFICANCE

The aforementioned issues lead to deficiencies in the overall system and, ultimately, increase the 
number of unemployed young people. We examined the opinions and attitudes on the topic among 70 
graduates, of whom 67% believe that the State does not sufficiently support youth employment, 95% 
think that more concrete actions for creating new workplaces should be taken, and 95% of graduates 
believe that they would have better possibilities of employment abroad. According to Eurostat data, in 
the fourth quarter of 2021, Croatia had an unemployment rate of young people between 15 and 25 years 
of 16.6%. Twenty-two thousand young people in Croatia are unemployed, and pre-pandemic data point 
to a trend of the emigration of young people and late independence.
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PLAN

The programs and measures so far had a certain impact, but only in some segments. For example, 
professional training is at the level of volunteering, i.e. unpaid work which requires time and money. A 
young person gets the required experience but has no income. The most recent measures of the Croatian 
Employment Service offer the unemployed people the possibility of flat-rate grants for self-employment, 
which is perhaps the only concrete measure, but there are still no available data on its usefulness and 
efficiency. Other measures for unemployed people are traineeships. In 2020, the Commission suggested 
the instructional program Youth Employment Support: a Bridge to Jobs for the Next Generation to which we 
propose several additional strategies. Additional practical classes should be introduced into vocational 
schools and educational work should be arranged with actual companies, while the State should ensure 
workplaces for students who acquired craft professions that are highly sought after today. Furthermore, 
vocational school students should have higher secured admission quotas when enrolling in programs 
related to their profession. Traineeship/professional training should be paid and last for less than two 
years. If the trainee fulfills the conditions, the employer should be obliged to offer them a job for which, 
as an incentive, for a few years, they will pay taxes for young workers that will be at least 50% lower than 
regular taxes. Perhaps the most drastic proposal would be a significant reduction of admission quotas 
for study programs with low demand on the labor market, at least until the balance between supply and 
demand is achieved. Such an undertaking would result in collateral damage such as the lack of teaching 
hours among university professors, but thought should be given to finding the most efficient solution. 
The positive statistics we strive to achieve require detailed analysis and work and a longer period of 
adaptation. One item common to all the above-mentioned is quality education based on research and 
practical classes supported by theoretical knowledge.

BENEFITS

Social benefits will be young, capable and educated people not forced by the State to seek better 
conditions abroad. The increase of young people employed in the domestic labor market should 
increase the competitiveness of the market, improve the exceptionally poor demographic picture, raise 
the number of taxpayers and increase government revenue, and, ultimately, improve the social and 
psychological aspect of general dissatisfaction. We are aware of the benefits, but we know we cannot 
address the issue on our own.
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PROJECT IN INTERNATIONAL 
CONTEXT
The project “Future of Europe: Eurpean Year of Youth” gained an international dimension through 
the cooperation with Petra Kammerevert, a Member of Parliament for the German delegation. MEP 
Kammerevert included five German schools, that had an interest for participation, in in our project. 
Namely, the high schools in Düsseldorf-Niederkassel, Düsseldorf, Norf and Velbert, as well as the 
Berufskolleg Barmen Euroschule. The students from these schools worked together with their Croatian 
counterparts on topics such as education, green politics, culture and sports, employment for young 
people, political participation and the local and national level of the European Union. Collaborations like 
these are important as they give networking opportunities to young people within Europe, allow for 
space to share their experiences and suggest solutions to issues which are of great significance to them. 
Additionally, they promote and improve European values jointly.
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General Education Secondary School 
Norf
In this picture you can see us, five German students and our teacher, which worked together with a 
Croatian partner school on the project “European Union - Locally And Nationally“ over the past months. 
Gymnasium Norf is a high school located in Western Germany, close to the city of Düsseldorf. As a senior 
student one has the ability to choose from a great variation of major classes, such as social studies 
(politics). The increased standard of digitalization also improves the educational motivation of the 
students. This program gave us the chance to explore our keen interest in politics and society within the 
EU and all the possibilities that we were gifted made it an unforgettable time. From long Zoom calls after 
school and an in-person meeting at the European Parliament to common dinners in the EU’s capital - the 
voluntary effort was worth it and we were able to create a vision paper that will reach the Parliament 
soon and affect their decisions based on what the next generation wishes for a better well-being of  
all EU citizens.
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Berufskolleg Barmen 
European School
Our school, the Berufskolleg Barmen, is a vocational business school in Wuppertal in the western part of 
Germany - close to Cologne and Duesseldorf.

Famous for our city Wuppertal is the Schwebebahn - a very special method of public transportation. 
Our school offers full time classes for high school graduation or similiar and part time courses for 
apprenticeships in cooperation with companies.

Our class’s aim is to achieve the vocational diploma and as a special European class we were able to join 
this project. We especially liked getting to know where the Croatian students lived and to experience 
their school life. But it was also interesting to see the different German schools and their presentations 
online. We hope to maybe see the other students in real life one day.
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General Education Secondary School 
Düsseldorf 
Theodor Fliedner Gymnasium was founded in the year 1908 and named after the social reformer and 
evangelical Pastor, Theodor Fliedner. The school is located in Nord Rhein-Westphalia, Düsseldorf. It is an 
exemplary example of a school that prioritises not only the development of students within the realm 
of pure knowledge but additionally by providing situations wherein students are able to apply said 
knowledge in practical situations via various extracurricular activities and projects that without the help 
of the school would’ve been left unknown to students.

One of these projects was the one we undertook throughout this and last year focusing on Political 
participation in youth. This project was without a doubt a memorable experience that will stick with us 
throughout the rest of our lives. The research of our chosen theme gave us an interesting more in-depth 
perspective on not only the current political landscape for youth in Germany but also a view into how this 
landscape looks in Croatia. A perspective that most likely would’ve stayed entirely foreign to us without 
the help of this noteworthy project. It was a memorable and educational experience.
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General Education Secondary School 
Düsseldorf-Niederkassel
The Cecilien- Gymnasium in Düsseldorf-Niederkassel in Germany focuses much on international 
connection and the European Union. The Cecilien- Gymnasium offers their 1000 students a bilingual 
school system with English as the second language. This eases students to communicate with 
students from all over the world, which is not unusual at this school. As a matter of fact, as members of 
our EU project group were lucky enough to connect with a school in Croatia to compare school issues. 
This helped us a lot, and we are very grateful for that, because we not only got to know students from 
schools in foreign countries, but we also dealt with our school problems and eventually solve them.
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General Education Secondary School 
Velbert
The Geschwister-Scholl-Gymnasium has about 700 students and 50 teachers and is located in 
Velbert, a small town near Düsseldorf in the west of Germany. Since 2012 the GSG has been certified 
as a “Europaschule” (European School). Our goal is to bring the idea of European unification and 
understanding to the school community. The GSG has a German-English bilingual stream with CLIL 
lessons in geography, history and politics.

Five students and one teacher took part in the project, all of whom are participants in a project course 
with a focus on Europe. Due to the current environmental situation, the students chose the topic Green 
Future and it was a special experience for them to talk about this topic with the Croatian students in 
Strasbourg and online.
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REVIEW
The European Union has declared 2022 the European Year of Youth following the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The objectives set before employees in public institutions and national and local politicians, which are 
suggested to be achieved during 2022, can be observed in assisting young people to become proactive 
and more engaged citizens who will encourage creative and positive changes in their community. 
Such an ambitious objective can only be achieved if, starting from local and regional communities and 
national politics extending to the European Union, the promotion of opportunities and the facilitation 
of availability and participation in public life are more actively promoted among young people. Central 
areas and EU politics that need to be addressed and which need to include the voice of users by means 
of promotional materials and information campaigns are education, culture, free time, sustainable 
development, communication, connection, and the availability of information so that networked young 
people could more powerfully and successfully realize their ideas, visions and previously created and 
designed activities.

The publication in front of us represents a strong contribution of young people to the development of 
ideas and an encouragement to all young people in Croatia and the EU (and outside) to develop and 
reflect on their ideas. In every presented project, the authors of individual solution proposals to issues of 
young people in their communities embrace a new political paradigm arising out of the contemporary 
approach to society and the latest research and praxeological trends in Europe. 

The project proponent and creator, Predrag Fred Matić, bases his cooperation with the team of associates 
on these principal arguments: 1. a substantive transformation of society is only possible after a radical 
change of relationships in the communication between young people and the politicians in power 
occurs and 2. changes are only possible with the active participation of young people in decision-
making processes related to issues determining their fate and the lives of young people in general. 
Described project proposals present us with “the voice of young people as the voice of consumers”, 
that is, the voice of those who are the source of all changes in politics, directly and indirectly, relating 
to their lives. Members of individual teams have proven that change is possible, not only because they 
provided proposals at a theoretical level, but also because they put them into practice while searching 
for the answers to dilemmas by exchanging views and critically approaching actualized problems in 
conversations with their peers and colleagues from their communities. It is precisely that realization 
that allows us to confirm the hypothesis that only adolescents assess the quality of life in their social 
environment not only as users but also, in great part, as subjects wishing to co-construct and/or actively 
participate in modeling, creating and deciding on individual steps in the improvement of current states 
and situations. 
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Albert Einstein warns us that “the world is a dangerous place not because of those who do evil, but 
because of those who look on and do nothing”. The author of this project, MEP Predrag Fred Matić sees 
the purpose of the “Year of Youth” in better connection and awareness of problems of young people and 
adolescent populations they are part of, both with the assistance of experts and politicians, and with the 
objective of better understanding and accepting their proposals, their ideas receiving more respect, and 
the introduction of prominent deliberations concerning young people in public space and policies. What 
can be implicitly read from the results published in this publication is that young people have a need to be 
“seen”, and wish for their voice, that is, their opinion, to be heard, so that they could participate in creating 
political frameworks and activities that address problems that relate to themselves or their peers. This is 
an important message and a guidepost to everyone, and especially the political actors and the holders of 
power, to allow those who operationalize and objectify political principles in their particular activities to 
listen to the ideas of young people, consider them satisfying and evaluate them as socially valuable. 

The lack of transfer, more precisely, of their real values and skills in politics, their reflections on their ideas 
and work and the dissemination promoting and sowing seeds of progress can result in behavior disorders 
of the youth, civic rebellion and insubordination, depression, withdrawal and distancing from politics as a 
phenomenon serving only elderly people or those incapable of succeeding on their own, and in the end, 
leaving the homeland they and their values came from. Behavior disorders among the youth manifest 
themselves in various forms, but most commonly in social exclusion, marginalization of problems, 
stigmatization of elderly people and aspiration to completely and radically change the system. 

Therefore, this publication should be published and made available to the public and to as many readers 
as possible, from the secondary school population to holders of political activity at all levels. Its value lies 
in it being a kind of indispensable report and guidebook demonstrating shining examples of the value of 
opinions and critical views of young people in Croatia and abroad. The publication provides young people 
with exactly what they are expecting – that is, the printing of this publication will provide insight into their 
wishes of being heard by politicians and people in power, and introduce them to their views and proposals 
for action. Intriguing problems, which had been only touched upon by the teams of young secondary 
school students, spawned extremely actual problems from wider areas that go beyond their lives and 
extend to the lives of the majority of young people in Croatia, and upon assessment, this represents the 
main expert and practical contribution of this publication. It enables the sustainability of initiated ideas, 
deepening and transferring of its project proposals in a manner that will allow for recommended contents 
to be assumed as a new quality standard when proposing and implementing ideas and solutions of young 
people into politics. This work offers concrete models and quality proposals for volunteer and professional 
youth work in the future, both from theoretical and empirical points of view.

Prof. Mirko Lukaš, PhD

(full professor at the Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek – 

 Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences) 








